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Zuppa  Inglese  explores  the 
ideas,  approaches  and 
inspirations  of  eight  British 
based  designers  who's 
disciplines  range  from 
architecture,  fashion,  and 
graphics,  to  furniture  and 
product  design.  The  exhibition 
aims  to  provide  insight  into  the 
much  celebrated  UK  design 
scene,  but  instead  of  focusing 
on  the  final  product,  the 
designers  reveal  and  represent 
things  that  inspire  their  work. 
As  well  as  presenting  personal 
views  and  design  approaches, 
Zuppa  Inglese  identifies  a 
number  of  common  issues  that 
inform  the  design  scene  in  the 
1990s — design  and  mass 
production,  collaboration  and 
interdisciplinarity, 
manufacturing  investigations, 
and  most  importantly  a  critical, 
even  radical  undercurrent  that 
uses  design  to  change  and 
move  forward  the  territory  of 
culture  in  relation  to  wider 
social,  political  and  economic 
conditions. 


To  oul  wtiot  on  miiOa  thoir  hoodt, 
dtv^pnnt  inttnnowod  tho  m  tt>otr 

ttudioo  ond  odiM  (he  reruns  mlo  •  film  ehown 
et  lax  year's  Milan  fumriura  Farr  The  $ame 
dasignefa  were  then  each  aalced  by  (he  Bnbah 
CounciTs  curalor  AKia  Ptvaro  to  ‘customize*  a 
travelling  showcase.  r«fl»r>g  m  with  matenal  10 
illusirale  (he  cfeabve  proceeaes  behirtd  their 
work  These  special  flight  caaes<  designed  by 
6ui<r>gs  Jackson  with  graphica  by  Studio 
Myerscough.  wiN  be  on  view  at  Storefront  from 
May  15loJur>e  26,1999 
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Ounna  4  Raby 

^a  art  fascinated  by  the  more  sinister 
potential  of  products  ertd  the  ways  m  which 
they  might  be  misused.*  eapiams  Fior>a  Raby. 
009  half  of  the  Royal  College  of  Art-based 
design  arid  research  duo  Dunna  A  Raby 
Trained  as  an  architect.  Raby  works  vwth 
industnal  desigoer  Anthony  Dunne  k)  eaplora 
the  relationships  peopla  hava  with  electronic 
products  and  how  the  aesthetic  and  functional 
posaibikties  of  these  products  might  be 
expanded  In  thair  flight  case  (hey  have 
included  aiamples  of  real  products,  among 
(hem  a  baby  kstanmg  device  «eMch  form  (he 
subtaci  of  their  research  Also  oo  show  is  a 
moM  •UustratKvg  (heir  protect  *Tunabie  Cities* 
m  which  they  mapped  (he  spaces  m  iha  city 
occupied  by  radio  waves  of  bugs  and  baby 
kstaning  devices  Perhapa  the  most  intngumg 
obtect  m  (hee  case  <s  a  pair  of  kmckars — 
d^Kcnbed  by  thair  manufacturer  Lass  EMF  as  a 
*persor>al  protection  davice*-wvhich  defends 
(he  wearer  against  mvasive  radio  waves 

Tom  Dixon 

Seif-laughI  fumeure  and  product  desigoer  arid 
design  director  of  HatHtat  Tom  Dixon  says  that 
he  IS  more  inlertstad  m  the  activity  and  process 
of  design  than  iha  er>d  product  To  illustrata  Ihrs 
process,  ha  has  Med  h«s  case  with  found 
obfacts  and  exisbog  products — aN  displayed  on 
kttle  acrykc  spikes  whch  together  form  the 
inspiration  for  his  Star  kght  Maquenes  for  the 
finished  product,  marked  with  the  designer's 
d«mensior>s  and  scribbles,  are  mdudad  m  the 
case 

Sebastian  Bargna 

Industnal  designer  Sebastian  Bergne  flnds 
inspiration  for  his  work  m  everyday  objects 
which  can  be  improved  or  which  inform  (ha 
form  of  tvs  own  products  In  his  Zuppa  /ngfas# 
case  he  has  included  a  plasbc  petrol  can  as  an 
example  of  the  sod  of  everyday  product  that 
mspirtd  his  polypropylena  LiO  light  and  a 
collection  of  wine  bottles  as  raferancas  for  fvs 
Can  carafe  and  glasses  Crude  calculalon  and 
flhng  trays  are  shown  alongside  his  elegant 
solutions  to  show  how  products  can  be 
improved  wrth  a  iitUa  design  thinking  However. 
Bergne  is  keen  lo  emphasize  (he  subOety  of  hts 
brand  of  design  *1  kke  a  cedam  amount  of 
anorrymrty— biat  people  enjoy  the  things  l^re 
designed  without  necessanfy  knowing  who 
designed  them.*  he  says 


Nick  Crosbie 

Crosbie.  (he  27'year-old  deedor  of  (he 
successful  design  end  manufacturmg  studio 
Inflate  says  tvs  work  is  the  result  of  playing 
with  maiedals  and  processes  Of  his  eady 
products  he  says  *(’d  been  makmg  the  same 
mistake  as  other  people— you  try  and  draw 
somethmo  and  then  try  and  make  il,  and  n 
doesn'i  work  '  Instead,  he  says,  (he  creative 
process  for  him  ts  inspired  by  what  already 
exists  (the  vintage  inflatabies  in  the  show  case). 
coNaborabon  (the  case  includes  sketches  by  his 
partners  and  contnbuiors)  and  m 
expenmeniation  The  inflate  fruit  bowl  is  a 
good  example  of  this  *1  was  making  a  shape 
for  something  else  and  then  l  welded  three  of 
them  together  and  thought.  Thai  makes  a  fruit 
bowl  .*  he  says  ViaAors  (o  the  Zuppe  fngfase 
show  are  invited  to  contnbule  to  (he  Inflate 
case  by  drawing  or  wntmg  in  the  sketchbooks 
provided 

Nigel  Coates 

The  calabrated  architect  and  professor  of 
architecture  at  the  Royal  Coiega  of  Art  has 
iHusIratad  his  approach  lo  design  by  showing 
how  his  winning  entry  for  the  Concept  House 
competition.  buX  at  the  Ideal  Home  Exhibibon 
m  1996.  has  now  genaraiad  a  whole  senes  of 
related  products  The  models  of  the  house  in 
the  case  are  made  of  plates  shaped  like 
oysters,  the  latest  m  the  collection  of  *Oysler^ 
products  inspired  by  (he  house  (others  include 
the  Oyster  dinmg  furniture  for  Uoyd  Loom)  For 
Coates  (hts  inlerconnecbon  between  objects 
and  buMings,  the  generating  of  one  thmg  by 
another.  «a  central  to  tha  design  process  'It's  a 
very  Bnbsh  way  of  working  '  he  says.  *t0  use 
the  things  around  you  m  an  inventive  wey ' 


Morag  Myerscough 

Graphic  designer  Moreg  Myerscough  has 
worked  on  projects  ranging  in  scale  from  a 
Swatch  watch  lo  a  massiva  hoarding  for  a 
building  site  m  the  City  of  London  *My  aim  is 
to  work  with  lots  of  difltrent  designers — 
architects,  artists,  end  film  makars— becausa 
graphic  design  should  integrate  many 
disopknes  '  she  says  The  inspiration  for  har 
work  comes  from  sources  including  found 
images,  books,  arid  the  city  around  her  For 
her  display  case  she  has  commissioned  a 
system  of  rvne  rotating  mini<ases  which  are 
installed  like  an  abacus  In  aach  mmi^casa  she 
has  displayed  a  ranga  of  favonle  images, 
graphics  and  other  2'D  ephemera  which  inform 
her  work 

Ron  Arad 

Ron  Arad,  architect  and  profassor  of  industnal 
design  and  furniture  at  the  Royal  Collega  of 
An,  adopts  a  cavalier  attitude  towards  his  own 
design  work  His  Camdan  studio  is  like  the 
workshop  of  an  acceninc  inventor,  filled  with 
matenal  samples  and  models  His  products— 
the  famous  Book  Worm  bookcase  among 
them— are  inspired  by  Tma  art  and  playful 
expenmentauon  For  Zuppa  fngfese  ha  has 
installed  Ns  latest  chair — the  Super  Plastic 
Elastic  chair  for  Kanelt— aloogsida  a 
dismantled  version  of  the  same  piece  The 
Idea  IS  to  show  how  each  component  i$ 
conceived  and  assambted 

*rhis  arbde  was  ongmaHy  pubkshad  in  Bluepnnt 
magazine  end  is  repnmed  here  with  the  pemvssion 
of  the  publisher 


Wayne  Hemingway 

A  childhood  spent  m  suburban  Lancashire  and 
tha  cuttura  of  punk  are  among  Wayne 
Hemingway  s  mspeauons  for  his  fashKVi 
company  Red  or  Dead  'Our  aim  was  to  be  tha 
flnt  company  that  offered  design.  ie  mnovabon 
and  creatrvriy.  to  tha  masses  by  making  it 
affordable.*  he  says  His  case  for  Zuppa 
Inglese  contains  clothes  from  his  Red  is  Dead 
coWeoons  as  well  as  a  salectjon  of  drvarsa 
objects  which  he  keeps  for  mspirabon  (among 
th^  era  a  tray  with  puppies  on  ii  and  a  doM 
loo-rol  covar)  *Wa  keep  the  office  fuN  of  things 
we  find  at  car  boot  sales — (hir>gs  that  are  kitsch 
and  fun.'  he  says 


Storefront  News  Items 

Tha  Storefront  Pnze  student  competition  has 
been  postporved  unbi  Januery  2000 
Competition  bnef  wHi  be  available  at  that  time 
If  you  would  like  to  receive  information  on  the 
compebboo  when  it  becomes  available,  please 
let  us  know 

Volunteers 

\k)lunteers  are  a  vital  part  of  Slorefront  and  we 
would  tike  to  exter>d  a  special  thanks  to  all  of 
the  people  that  have  helped  us  this  year 
If  you  are  interested  m  voKjnteenng  please 
conlact  Sarah  Herda  at  212  431  5795 
Internships  are  also  available 
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212  431  S7fe 

Directions 

Slorefrooi  it  localid  at  9>e  comer  of  Ksnmirv 
Street  and  Ciavetar>j  Place  Trsinc  6  Tram  at 
Street  NR  Trwnt  et  Pnnce  Street  A  the 
Trains  at  Broedwey/Lafeyefle 


Misaion 

Founded  m  1962.  Storefront  for  M  and 
Architeciura  is  a  nonprofit  organization 
committed  to  presenting  ar^ 
communcabng  mnovativa  positions  on 
art,  architecture  and  design  through 
provocatrve  and  mterdisciplinary  pubUc 
programs,  m  Iha  form  of  exhibitions, 
conferences  publicatx)ni  and  speoal 
projects 
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Contribute  today! 

Slorefront  would  not  exist  without  the  generous 
support  of  ifKJividuals  like  you*  Please  oecome  a 
part  of  Storefront-<ontnbute  to  one  of  the  most 
important  alternative  spaces  for  the  advancement 
of  architecture,  ah  an  design 
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